
Latifah Phillips 
 

 
 
 

Latifah Phillips has held district and state-level education leadership 
positions in Pennsylvania, New Mexico and Washington.  She began her 
professional career working at the California Trade Office in Mexico 
City, Mexico, and later taught in public schools in Takasaki, Gunma, 
Japan for three years before returning to teach elementary and middle 
school in the US.  Most recently, Ms. Phillips served as the State 
Director of Native Education in Washington State, providing technical 
assistance and educational support to Tribal and public schools serving 
over 60,000 Native students and 29 federally recognized Tribes.  She 
has also served as Assistant Secretary of Indian Education for the New 
Mexico Public Education Department, Chief of Staff for Santa Fe Public 
Schools and Executive Director of Non-instructional Professional 
Development and Performance Management in the School District of 
Philadelphia.  
  
Ms. Phillips holds a Master of Education degree in Secondary Education 
from the University of Texas, Rio Grande Valley, and a Master of Arts 
degree in International Education Development with a focus on 
language and literacy from Columbia University, Teachers College.  
   
As a first generation college graduate, Ms. Phillips believes that 
education is one of the greatest equalizing factors in society.  She 
speaks Spanish and Japanese and is driven by a personal mission of 
helping to create educational opportunities for all children which will 
enable them to successfully explore and pursue their life options.  She 
is honored to serve the children and families of Lowell Public Schools. 
 
 


